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PA District #15 Meeting of May 17, 2025


Leagues Represented: Allegheny Mountain, Athens, Canton, Elkland, Northeast Bradford, Northern Tier, Roosevelt Trail, Sayre, Southern Tioga, Tioga Lawrenceville, Towanda, Troy, Tunkhannock, Wellsboro 
Leagues Not Represented:  Blue Ridge, Choconut, Elk Lake, Endless Mountains, Montrose, Sullivan County, Susquehanna Area
The meeting was called to order on Saturday, May 17th, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. 

1.
WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS

· All in attendance were welcomed and advised of the usual amenities
2.   WEBSITE
· This year we will once again be using the District 15 website located at https://clubs.bluesombrero.com/padist15ll which will be updated daily with schedules and scores. Any scores not called in will be highlighted.  The Presidents Duties and Game Directors duties are also posted on the website as well. Please make sure your Game Directors not only carry a copy but also read them.
3.   
ASSESSMENTS

· 19 leagues have paid their assessment which funds the district as well as pays for flags and pins at tournament time.  The only leagues still owing are Blue Ridge ($100.00) and Sullivan County  ($50.00).  Any league still owing their assessment will not get any home games during the tournament.
4   DIAMOND LEADER / ABUSE AWARENESS TRAINING
· The Diamond Leader Training needs only to be done once.  A copy of the completed certificate must accompany the tournament affidavit.
· Abuse Awareness Training is mandatory and must be completed yearly.

The Little League Abuse Awareness Training, in compliance with Little League Regulation I(c)(10), is required to be completed annually by every individual before assuming any of his/her  duties for the current season.  The free Little League Abuse Awareness Training provides resources to create a positive and safe environment for all athletes, coaches, parents, legal guardians, and umpires by understanding how to recognize misconduct and abuse of all types.  Topics covered include how to identify and report incidents and what abuse awareness policies should be in place.  The interactive Abuse Awareness training should take approximately 45 minutes.  The training can be accessed at LittleLeague.org/AbuseAwareness and LittleLeague.org/Training.

The league is responsible for ensuring all volunteers have completed the training.  Upon completion of the training, volunteers should print out a copy of the certification of completion for their records and provide a copy to the League.  League Officials will also be able to access a list of those who have completed the Little League Abuse Awareness Training through the Little League Data Center.  The training must be completed on or after October 1st of each year to be considered valid for the upcoming season. 

Anyone who did not complete this training will be ineligible for tournament play.  Sports connect will disqualify them when entering the affidavit. Training must be completed by June 1st. 

5.    COMBINED TEAMS
· Even if you had a combined teams form for regular season, another one must be completed and submitted for tournament season. Combined teams forms must be completed by June 1st or they will not be accepted  .  They are found online only and are needed if 2 leagues are combining in a division.  Players and Coaches must register with their home league.
6.  UMPIRES

· Qualified umpires are needed.  The reason for predetermined sites is the availability of good umpires – Eric, Mike, Art, Sam, Kyle and Bill know where they are.
· District 15 and Little League International do NOT pay umpires.  You can NOT charge a visiting team for umpires or any fees regardless of circumstances.

7.   2025 TOURNAMENT DATES

Districts
  Sectionals
States

              
8-9-10 Baseball
6/13-7/07
7/12-7/16  D12
7/21-7/26
Sec 1  
 
9-10-11 Baseball
6/14-7/02 
7/07-7/11 
D24
7/16-7/22 
Sec 4     

Little League Baseball
6/13-7/07
7/12-7/16  Athens   
7/21-7/27
Sec 2
Junior Baseball
6/14-6/26
7/01-7/04  Athens
7/09-7/14
Sec 7   
   

Senior Baseball
6/13-6/24
6/29-7/02  D12   
7/07-7/11
Sec 1  D10 DuBois


Districts
Sectionals
States       
8-9-10 Softball
6/13-7/01
7/05-7/09  D13    
7/13-7/19 
Sec 8   

9-10-11 Softball
6/14-7/10
7/14-7/18  D13
7/22-7/28    Sec 7     

Little League Softball
6/13-6/27
7/01-7/05  Troy   
7/09-7/15
Sec 5   

Junior Softball
6/14-6/27
7/01-7/04  D13
7/08-7/13    Sec 3
Senior Softball
6/14-6/29
7/05-7/08  Towanda 
7/12-7/15  
Sec 6

8.   PRESIDENTS’ DUTIES  (Updated 5/15/25)
· A copy was distributed to each in attendance.  Two changes this year were that jewelry is permitted and leagues no longer carry Medical Release Forms during the tournament.

1.  You are responsible for all Little League Rules and District Guidelines.

2.
The Host League only is responsible for the Game Director so . . . Appoint qualified Adults as Game Directors

3.  
Make sure Game Directors have and carry Game Directors Guidelines.


4.
Remind your Managers and Coaches to act like ladies and gentlemen.

5.
Remember you are responsible for the fans at your complexes


a.  Unruly conduct will not be tolerated


b.  Abuse of umpires and/or players will not be tolerated

6.   Starting times for all games:
  Week Days          Saturday
Sunday


8, 9 & 10 Year Old Baseball
6:00 p.m.
  3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


9, 10 & 11 Year Old Baseball
6:00 p.m.
  3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Little League Baseball
6:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Junior Baseball
5:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Senior League Baseball
5:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


8, 9 & 10 Year Old Softball
5:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Little League Softball
6:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Junior League Softball
6:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.


Senior League Softball
6:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

7.
In case of rain, we will play the next day.  No game times or dates are to be changed without the prior approval of Bill Serfass, Jr.  These decisions are final and there will be no exceptions.  The request must come from the league president and not managers or coaches.

8.
It is mandatory that all your ball clubs carry their Affidavits, Maps, Tournament Player Verification Forms, School Enrollment Forms and/or, Proofs of Residency, and Diamond Leader Completion Certificate with them at all times.

9. 
The use of play calling bands by defensive players is permitted as well as hard items to control the hair, such as beads, are also permitted.  To do this ahead of time will save time and the umpires’ patience at game time.

10.  Patches are mandatory on all uniforms.  Patches may not be sublimated or screen printed on the uniforms.

11. Each team is required to bring 2 new baseballs to all games.  The host team will furnish all softballs.  If played at a neutral site, both teams bring 4 softballs and the team winning the toss will furnish.  Only baseballs and softballs from the approved Little League Tournament List are to be used.

12. You need to have one (1) qualified adult umpire for each home game.  Remember to send a qualified adult umpire to each away game and for the championship games where you will be required to bring one.

13. If you win the toss for umpires and do not have a qualified umpire with you, you should not take home plate.  Do not use parents of team members for umpires.   Do not bring an umpire from out of the stands.

14. The District reserves the right to appoint the Game Director for any and all games at the District’s discretion.   The District will supply the Director for District Championship and all Sectional Games.

9. GAME DIRECTORS’ DUTIES  
· A copy was distributed to each in attendance
1. Responsible for game being played in accordance with official Little League Tournament Rules.  The Game Director shall be the sole judge of the fitness of the playing field prior to the start of the game and must be available for the entire game.  REMEMBER: ONCE THE GAME IS UNDERWAY, THE GAME DIRECTOR SHOULD NOT BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN MANAGERS AND UMPIRES, UNLESS, AS IS PROVIDED IN THE TOURNAMENT RULES AND GUIDELINES, THE UMPIRE-IN-CHIEF REQUESTS THEIR PARTICIPATION.

2.

As soon as both teams are available, the Game Director, with the manager of both teams ONLY present, will flip a coin to determine home team and umpire assignments.  These coin tosses WILL take place at the home plate area and the coin MUST come to rest naturally on the ground.  The team traveling the farthest will call both tosses.  The winner of the first coin toss will have their choice of home or visiting team. The winner of the second coin toss will have their choice of umpire placement.  The team at the top of the bracket will have the first (1st) base dugout and the team at the bottom of the bracket will have the third (3rd) base dugout.  There is to be no prearranged deals regarding dugouts.
3.  
Responsible for seeing that the facility is ready for play.

4.
Responsible for seeing that the home team is off the field 45 minutes prior to game time and that the traveling team has the next 30 minutes for warm ups.  The 15 minutes prior to game time will be for final field prep and pregame ceremonies.

5.
Required to get team affidavits only before each game begins and to make sure both teams are aware of who is eligible to pitch and who is not.

6.
Required to make sure that the affidavits are properly filled out, signed in ink and returned at games’ end to the manager who will initial the pitching record for their team only in the sight of the game director.
7.
Priority must be on seeing that the game scores are accurately called in when the game has concluded.  This is a must and the Game Director where the games are being played must get this done.  When calling in scores, make sure to give your name, the division of play, the teams involved and the score.  FAILURE TO DO THIS BY 10:00PM WILL RESULT IN THE FORFEITURE OF FURTHER HOME GAMES FOR THIS DIVISION OF PLAY.  
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS .
8.
All scores are to be called in to 570-265-9889.

9.   Game Directors must be at the game site for the entire game.
10. NEW TOURNAMENT RULES
· The following regular season rules apply for tournament season:

Regulation IV(i) for Baseball & Softball

Regulation VI(d) for Softball

Rules for Baseball & Softball

1.10

1.11(j)

1.16

2.00

3.04

7.14(b)

3.01

3.17

6.01(d)

Tournament Rule 3(d)

Baseball Only 

Rules  
1.11(a)(3)

3.03(c)

8.06(b) 

7.15(g)

Regulations    VI(c)

Tournament Rules
4(c)



9(a)



10(h)

Softball Only

Rules    1.11(a)(c)


 1.15(c)


 3.03(c)


 8.02(a)(1)

Regulation   VI(c) 

Tournament Rules

4(c)




4(d)




9(a)



                  
10(c)

· Tournament Rules

a) Baseball & Softball – Tournament Rule 3 – Playing Rules (Pregame Equipment Inspection): Removes the requirement for umpires to check equipment prior to the start of the game by placing responsibility for legal and proper equipment on the manager. 

b) Baseball & Softball – Tournament Rule 14 – Tie Game:  This change eliminates playing the seventh inning (Intermediate/Junior/Senior League: eighth inning) as normal.  Now, the tiebreaker will begin immediately in the seventh inning (Intermediate/Junior/Senior League: eighth inning) by placing the player who is scheduled to bat last in that respective half inning on second base to begin each extra inning.
11. PROTESTS

· No protest shall be considered on a decision involving an umpire’s judgement.

Protest shall be considered only when based on:

The violation or interpretation of a playing rule

· A verbal protest must be made to the Umpire-in-Chief
· If the problem cannot be resolved to the satisfaction of the managers, the U.I.C. shall be required to consult with the Tournament Director or District Administrator.

· If the managers do not accept the decision of the Tournament Director, either manager may elect, without penalty to discontinue play until the matter is referred to the Regional Headquarters.  Either the U.I.C., Tournament Director or D.A will call the Regional Headquarters.
· If the managers do not accept the decision of the Regional Staff, they may refer the situation to the Tournament Committee and the decision of the Tournament Committee shall be final and binding.
· Protests involving playing rules not resolved before the next pitch or play shall not be considered,
Umpires, Tournament Directors, and District Administrators do not have the authority to declare a forfeiture under any circumstances.

· Use of ineligible pitcher during a game
· If an ineligible pitcher delivers one or more pitchers to a batter, that game is subject to protest and action by the Tournament Committee.
· If the facts establishing or verifying an ineligible pitcher become known DURING a game by protest or by other methods, Tournament Officials must contact the Region Director who will contact the Tournament Committee
a) The player must be removed from the position.
b) The manager of the team is suspended for the next two physically played games and is able to continue coaching the current game.

· Use if an Ineligible Pitcher after a game.

· If the facts establishing or verifying an ineligible pitcher become known AFTER a game by protest or by other methods, Tournament Officials must contact the Region Staff who will contact the Tournament Committee.

· The manager of the team is suspended for the next two physically played games.

· What makes a player ineligible?
· League age

· Residence or school attendance

· Regular season participation

· If the facts establishing or verifying the ineligibility of a player are known to the complainant, Tournament Officials, or Tournament Director after the ineligible player participated in a game during the Tournament, that team shall be disqualified and removed from the International Tournament
12.
AFFIDAVITS
· All affidavits will be signed on 6/7
· Every team must carry the affidavit, map, player verification form, proof of residency or school enrollment form, combined teams form, and the Diamond Leader Completion Certification but only give the complete affidavit to the game director and not just the pitching record.

· Signed player verification forms from the prior year are still good and can be used for the current year.  You do not need to print new ones.

· When  adding players, you will need to create a new affidavit and map.  Both affidavits and maps must be carried.

· The portal is now open for filling our tournament affidavits.

· All information will come from Sports Connect.
13. 
SCHEDULE ANNOUNCEMENTS 6/7
· The tournament schedules will be announced at the next meeting on June 7th
· Actual Team numbers and Playing sites are needed by June 5th 
· Any changes to teams you are entering must be done by June 8th or they will not be accepted.

· Schedules will be posted 6/10
14.  OPEN DISCUSSION
· Paul Blythe, President of Sayre Little League, distributed flyers for the 8U tournament to be held at the Sayre Complex June 26th thru July 19th 
15.  ADJOURNAMENT

· The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,  
Beverly J. Serfass

Beverly J. Serfass

District Secretary / Treasurer


- 5 -


